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lication of the very interesting results which have attended
the search of these Stupas. Suffice it that they are quite
irreconcileable with any construction of the accounts re-
ceived of the Bood'hist faith, that does not carry back the
founder to the sixth century before our era. These,
indeed, may not be the real tombs of the saints and dis-
ciples of SakhyaMuni, whose names are found in the
vases and cerements, but the more probable inference is
that they are so; still, whether admitted to be so or not,
the appearance of the buildings, and the character of the
inscriptions, indicates a date for their construction, at least
three or four hundred years before Christ; and the erection
of these Stupas at that date over even fictitious relics,
shows the sacred books recording the laws of these saints
and disciples to be then the received faith of a large and
wealthy population; and this is all we seek to establish.
If Boodhism, however, existed with these books at so early
a date, we are met by the difficulty of accounting for the
silence of Greek authors of antiquity in respect to them.
The very name of Boodh is met with nowhere in Greek
literature before the time of Clemens Alexandrinus,
and he mentions only incidentally one Terebinthus,
who, coming from India, set up for a Booth- (Boufa,)
and imposed on many. We certainly have difficulty
in accounting for this silence, but it is not inconsistent
with Greek habit so to treat barbarian literature of
all kinds.

" How little do we find in Greek books of the history or
literature of the Persians and Parthians, with whom they
were in close relation, politically and commercially, for
many ages. And it is to be observed, the Boodhist
sacred books were the special property of the priesthood,
and were mostly preserved and transmitted orally amongst
them: probation, by long discipline, and by shaving the